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the investment climate and markets will take
care of themselves. They’ll go up; they’ll go
down. But I think the long-term trends are
quite positive.

Giant Sequoia National Monument
Establishment

Q. [Inaudible]—who say the visit here is
politically motivated and say you’re trying to
build an environmental legacy for yourself
and the Vice President?

The President. Well, first of all, I think
that when you can’t win an argument, some-
times you just attack the person on the other
side. [Laughter] The only issue here is
whether we’re doing the right thing. I have
been doing this kind of thing for 71⁄2 years
now. I’ve been working on these issues. What
I’m trying to do is to build a legacy for these
children. And I think we did the right thing.

And Secretary Glickman worked very hard
to preserve all the functions in this area that
are going on, except the logging. And I be-
lieve there will be a net gain economically
here, because we are protecting these trees
for life, forever. That’s what I believe, and
I just think it’s the right thing to do. I’ve
always believed this. I did this sort of thing
when I was Governor. It’s not something that
I woke up last year and decided it would be
a nice thing to do. I believe that.

And I think—we don’t have to criticize
each other’s motives. They can disagree with
my decision, but I think I did the right thing,
and I think the future will prove us out right.

Elian Gonzalez
Q. Mr. President, what did you tell Janet

Reno about the Gonzalez case?
The President. Well, we just had a con-

versation about where it is. We reviewed
where the legal case was and what her plans
were. I just told her that I strongly supported
her efforts and that we clearly had to uphold
the rule of law.

Q. Do you want to see this brought to a
swift end?

The President. Well, we have to let the
court cases be decided. But I think the main
thing is—I hope that all the people there who
say they came to the United States because
we have freedom and the rule of law will
observe the rule of law. When this thing fi-

nally plays out, in the end, the law has to
be obeyed. And that’s basically what we
talked about.

We talked a little about the details and—
she was the prosecutor there for 12 years,
so she knows it very well. And she’s down
there working hard on it, and I think she’ll
handle it in as sensitive but firm a way as
possible. That’s basically what we talked
about, just what’s likely to happen over the
next couple of days.

But the main thing—my message is sim-
ple: She has to deal with the day-to-day de-
tails, but the thing that we’ve got to do is
to make sure that our laws are upheld and
enforced. And in the end, I’m quite confident
they will be.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 9:40
a.m. on the Trail of 100 Giants. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.
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Good morning. As we prepare next week
to mark the one-year anniversary of the trag-
edy at Columbine High School, our thoughts
turn to the safety of our communities,
schools, and children. All of us—parents,
schools, communities, and government—
share responsibility to keep our children safe.
We’ve all got to do our part. This morning
I want to talk about three steps our adminis-
tration is taking to support school and com-
munity efforts to prevent youth violence.

We know the best approach to the prob-
lem of youth violence is a comprehensive
one. That means students and parents, teach-
ers and police officers, judges, counselors,
and religious leaders all working together.
That’s why we created the Safe Schools
Healthy Students initiative, to find and fund
the best local ideas for preventing youth vio-
lence. Today I am announcing $40 million
in new grants for 23 school districts that have
come up with innovative and successful strat-
egies to reach out to troubled young people.
These districts are bringing school nurses
and counselors together to respond to warn-
ing signs like depression or bullying. They’re
improving classroom security and expanding
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after-school and mentoring programs. From
little Arkansas towns to big California cities,
they’re making a difference in the lives of
our children and our communities.

Second, I’m announcing new grants under
our COPS in Schools initiative, providing
more than $60 million for police officers to
work in schools in more than 220 commu-
nities. The vast majority of our schools are
safe places for kids to learn. But any violent
incident is one too many. This initiative helps
to hire and train school resource officers to
be a real part of children’s daily lives—using
the community policing strategies that have
made neighborhoods safer all over America.
Already it has placed 2,200 officers in more
than 1,000 communities across our Nation,
where they are heightening school safety as
well as coaching sports and acting as mentors
and mediators for kids in need.

Third, I’m announcing a new initiative to
support counseling programs for elementary
schools. The Department of Education has
set aside $20 million to fund local grant pro-
posals, because we have seen all too clearly
that even our youngest children sometimes
need our help. When I was Governor of Ar-
kansas, Hillary and I helped our State to be-
come the first State in America to mandate
counselors for schools, elementary schools.
We want to help all of our elementary schools
who are willing to have the same sort of sup-
port.

Here at the White House, I’ve created a
Council on Youth Violence to coordinate the
work of the Federal agencies. We know the
key to all of our success, however, is leader-
ship in the community, at the grassroots. Last
year I challenged Americans from commu-
nity organizations, the media, business, and
all walks of life to mobilize against youth vio-
lence. The result was the National Campaign
Against Youth Violence, working to bring to-
gether a cross-section of citizens to keep our
children safe.

Just this week in Memphis the National
Campaign kicked off a nationwide initiative
to put the resources of business in the service
of safer, stronger communities. They’ll visit
15 cities and sponsor town meetings and
media events, mobilize young people, school
officials, business and religious leaders. And
in every city, the National Campaign will re-

mind each of us of our responsibility to do
all we can to keep America’s children safer.

Those of us who are parents have perhaps
the greatest responsibility. We need to talk
about safety and security in every house in
America—beginning in the White House.
That’s why Hillary and I are sponsoring a
White House Conference on Teenagers next
month. We’ll invite parents and teens, ex-
perts and educators to talk through the chal-
lenges of raising responsible children and the
opportunities we all have to help our young
people make the most of their lives.

The great American author and champion
of human rights, Pearl Buck, once said, ‘‘If
our American way of life fails the child, it
fails us all.’’ In our national struggle against
youth violence, we must not fail our children.
Our future depends on it.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:20 p.m. on
April 14 in the Rayburn Room at the Atlanta Air-
port Hilton and Towers in Atlanta, GA, for broad-
cast at 10:06 a.m. on April 15. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on April 14 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner in Beverly Hills,
California
April 15, 2000

The President. Thank you very much.
Well, first of all, let me say that this is an
easier speech for me to give than the one
the Vice President just gave, because I’m not
running for anything. [Laughter] So I was
thinking, well, what should I say? And I asked
Al, I said, ‘‘Is there anything special you want
me to say?’’ He said, ‘‘Nothing special; just
get up there and say, ‘Washington, Jefferson,
Lincoln, Roosevelt, Gore.’ ’’ [Laughter]

I actually—and I will proceed to tell you
why I actually think that’s not an unrealistic
litany there.

Let me also say that the——
The Vice President. Note the amend-

ment that I came back to you.
The President. He said, ‘‘Oh yeah, put

Clinton in there somewhere.’’ [Laughter] Ac-
tually, you know, I’ve gotten so gray, I tried


